RELS 231 : Judaism

This course will explore the origins of an ancient faith through a close examination of the early
traditions and laws presented in the Hebrew Bible as well as the various cultural contexts of the ancient
Near East that influenced them. The course utilizes the Hebrew Bible, portions of the Babylonian
Talmud, and the Zohar to trace the development of these ancient traditions and practices into the

various branches of modem Judaism and the foremost concerns and challenges faced by the modem
Jewish communities.
Credits 3.0
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