RELS 235 : Sex, the Body, and Religion

This course examines the origins of attitudes and beliefs in the Judeo-Christian traditions concerning
human sexuality and the human body. Focus is on the contribution of such beliefs in the evolving
relationship between the individual and society. The course begins with an exploration of Levantine
fertility cults and traces their influence on early Judaism. Moving toward the emergence and eventual
spread of Christianity, discussion centers on the continued influence of Near Eastern fertility traditions
on gender differentiation, the “fall” of humanity, and procreation. Topics such as marriage and divorce,
birth control and abortion, asceticism and celibacy, and death and resurrection of the body will be
discussed within the context of Judeo-Christian tests and traditions.

Credits 3.0
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